SOME    OF   OUR   PATIENTS
tunately became rather stiff again, though the second one
did very weU. However, there was nothing to do but to
be patient, and once again he triumphed. He went home,
, still somewhat rheumatic. A few weeks later, I happened
to be in the neighbourhood of his house, some 120 miles
away from Neyyoor. I went there and called on him one
day. It was a small house largely built of mud, and badly
needing a coat or two of whitewash. In a small room,
lying upon a rough bed, was my friend ; and, looking up at
the rafters above him, I saw an arrangement of ropes and
pulleys exactly like the ones we had given him In hospital.
With great patience, he was getting his hip- and knee-joints
going again, and was already very nearly fit to walk about,
with both legs movable and usable. I haven't seen him
"lately, but if his rheumatism has managed to keep away, I
have little doubt that he is fairly able-bodied ; and all
because he was intelligent and resourceful, although only a
poor boy in a little country town. Would that all our
patients showed such sensible and persevering co-operation
. with the doctor 1 It is, alas, only too often that they run
off home long before their treatment is completed. It is
simply for this reason that the radium wards, with their
high, prison-like walls and locked gates, are necessary.
If he thinks that things are not getting on quickly
enough, the casual-minded Indian villager will sometimes
disappear from hospital in the middle of the night, to try
some quack remedy he has heard of, or to propitiate Ms
village gods. As often as not, he will make his disease far
worse in the process, for the villages are full of men and
women ready to offer amateur advice based on superstition
and gossip, or willing (for a consideration) to consult horo-
scopes or to apply plasters of sinister and disgusting com-
position.
The village midwives often carry on maternity cases with
the most septic and brutal methods, many of them the
result of ignorance, others arising from superstition. In all
countries, a great many old wives' fables and superstitions
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